The Epistle to the Romans

Study 16

Romans 8

1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 

3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 

4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

Verse 1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

Qn:  What is meant by ‘no condemnation’?
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Qn:  Why are unbelievers condemned?
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Qn:  Based on what we have learnt from chapters 1 to 7, why is it possible that the Word of God could triumphantly say, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.”?  Consider these truths:  Eg Rom 1:16, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek."  Romans 6:23, "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.",  Romans 5:1, "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:",  Romans 5:8, "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."  Romans 5:10, "For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life." Romans 6:4, "Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life." Romans 6:11, "Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord."
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Qn:  Consider the word “now”.   When does no condemnation begin?  How important is it that we when we share the Gospel, to emphasize the ‘nowness’ of no condemnation?
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Qn:  Consider the word ‘no’.  It means that a person who believes is no longer condemned.  But how true is it that it is impossible for him to be condemned again?  Why? (Give your thoughts to the truth that a believer is in Christ. 1 Cor 12:13, "For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.")
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Qn:  Comment on this impossible-to-be-condemned state we are in is beautifully described by Martin Luther.  “It is impossible for a man to be a Christian without having Christ, and if he has Christ, he has at the same time all that is in Christ.  What gives peace to the conscience is that by faith our sins are no more ours, but Christ’s, upon whom God hath laid them all; and that, on the other hand, all Christ’s righteousness is ours, to whom God hath given it.  Christ lays His hand upon us, and we are healed.  He casts His mantle upon us, and we are clothed; for He is the glorious Saviour, blessed for ever.

“Faith unites the soul with Christ as a spouse with her husband.  Everything which Christ has become  the property of the believing soul; everything which the soul has, becomes the property of Christ.  Christ possesses all blessings and eternal life: they are thenceforward the property of the soul.  The soul has all its iniquities and sins: they become thenceforward the property of Christ.  It is then a blessed exchange commences:  Christ who is both God and man,  Christ Who has never sinned, and Whose holiness is perfect, Christ the Almighty and Eternal, taking to Himself, by His nuptial ring of faith, all the sins of the believer, those sins are lost and abolished in Him; for no sins dwell before His infinite righteousness.  Thus by faith the believer’s soul is delivered from sins and clothed with the eternal righteousness of her bridegroom Christ.”
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Qn:   What is another reason that there is no way that we can ever be condemned?  Consider  Rom 8: 31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?  33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.  34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.
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Verse 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 
Qn:  The law of sin and death is a principle – the principle of the way the sinful nature works.  It is a powerful urging principle that produces the work of sin and death.  But when we receive Christ, the Holy Spirit comes and dwells in us and governs us by another law, or another principle  - the principle of the Spirit of life. (Barnes: “For the law. The word law here means that rule, command, or influence which "the Spirit of life" produces. That exerts a control which is here called a law, for a law often means anything by which we are ruled or governed. ..... The law of sin and death. The controlling influence of sin, leading to death and condemnation.)  What is another reason that we are no longer condemned?
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Verse 3  For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:   
Comments: The Jews thought that the road to no condemnation was through the law.  They thought that by the observance of the law they would be saved.  But, really there is no way anybody could be saved by observing the law.  Take the case of the rich, young ruler who came to the Lord and asked what he should do to have eternal life.  16 And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? 17 And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 18 He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, 19 Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 20 The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet? 21 Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. 22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.

This man obviously failed in observing the law.  He failed in loving God.  He loved his wealth more than he loved God and could not part with it.  Needless to say he also failed in loving his neighbour.  He wasn’t willing to use his wealth to help the poor.

It is true the law originally was ordained to life. Romans 7:10, "And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death."  In the Garden of Eden before man fell that was the purpose.  Adam had the ability to obey the law.  If he obeyed it perfectly he would have earned everlasting life but he failed.   We have inherited the fallen nature of Adam and therefore there is no way that we can obey the laws perfectly.  We find therefore that the law is ordained unto death because it condemns us.
Then we find that the law provokes us to sin.  The law says to us, “Thou shalt not.”  The wicked sinful nature in us answer, “Why not?”  And we sin.

But the law is really good.  It shows us the holiness of God something which we can never attain by our own effort.  It is good in that it is like a school master that points to the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation.  Galatians 3:24, "Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith."
Qn:  Although the law is good, it does not have the power to save people from their sins, because it was made “weak through the flesh.”  What does this mean?
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Qn: But what the law could not do, God did it.  How? 
....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

Verse 4  That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  In Christ,  we are not only not condemned, but we are also justified in the sight of God.  
Qn:  Let’s understand for us to be justified in the presence of God, the righteousness of the law or the righteousness that is demanded by the law must be fulfilled in us.  How is this righteousness fulfilled?  
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Qn:  Now if indeed the requirement or the righteousness of the law in fulfilled in us, what must we become?  
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Qn:  Explain what it means by “who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit”.

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  What can it possibly mean if we reckon ourselves to be so established in the faith that we are not making any progress?  Discuss.
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